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"ADVERTISEMENT

TO

THE PRESENT EDITION,

TaE sheets of this Edition were seen and corrected
by their Author, and were ready for publication
several months previous to his death, in February,
1851. The reasons—of a painful, though temporary
character—for the delay in the appearance of the
work will be found in a Memoir already written
and to be published hereafter, when regard for the
living will no longer interfere with the truth of
History.

The author fell a victim to the truth related in this
book. He wrote History in advance of his time, and
suffered for it; but posterity will, I feel assured, do
Jjustice to his memory.

My brother's anxiety to be correct was evinced in
the unceasing labour he took to obtain the most mi-
nute information. Wherever he has been proved to be
wrong,—and this has been in very few instances,— he
has, with ready frankness, admitted and corrected his

error. In matters of opinion he made no change —
A3



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

not from obstinacy, but from a firm conviction that
he was right.

The new notes to this Edition are distinguished by
square brackets ; some contain information of moment,
contributed by Lord Gough, Sir Charles Napier, and
others, and all received my brother’s sanction.

The printed materials for the recent History of
India are not of that character on which historians
can rely. State Papers, presented to the people by
“ both Houses of Parliament,” have been altered to
suit the temporary views of political warfare, or
abridged out of mistaken regard to the tender feelings
of survivors.®* In matters of private life, some ten-
derness may be shown to individual sensitiveness,
but History, to be of any value, should be written by
one superior to the influences of private -or personal
feelings. What Gibbon calls ¢ truth, naked, un-
blushing truth, the first virtue of more serious his-
tory,” should alone direct the pen of the historian;
and truth alone influenced the mind and guided the
pen of the Author of this book.

PeTER CUNNINGHAM.

Kensington, 18th January, 1853,

® The character and career of Alexander Burnes have both been misre.
presented in those collections of State Papers which are supposed to furnish the
best materials of history, but which are often only one.sided compilations of
garbled documents, — counterfeits, which the ministerial stamp forces into cur-
rency, defrauding a present generation, and handing down to posterity a chain
of dangerous lies. — Kave, Affghanistan ii. 13.



AUTHOR’S PREFACE

TO

THE SECOND EDITION.

In this Second Edition the Author has made some
alterations in the text of the last chapter, where it
seemed that his readers had inferred more than was
meant; but the sense and spirit of what was originally
written have been carefully preserved, notwithstand-
ing the modifications of expression now introduced.
Throughout the grammatical imperfections detected
on reperusal have been removed ; but no other changes
have been made in the text of the first eight chap-
ters. Some notes, however, altogether new, have been
added, while others have been extended ; and such as
by their length crowded a series of pages, and from
their subject admitted of separate treatment, have
beenformed into Appendices.

The Author’s principal object in writing this his-
tory has not always been understood, and he there-
fore thinks it right to say that his main endeavour
was to give Sikhism its place in the general history
of humanity, by showing its connection with the dif-
ferent creeds of India, by exhibiting it as a natural

and important result of the Mahometan Conquest,
A4 .



viil AUTHOR'S PREFACE

and by impressing upon the people of England the
great necessity of attending to the mental changes
now in progress amongst their subject millions in the
East, who are erroneously thought to be sunk in
superstitious apathy, or to be held spell-bound in
ignorance by a dark and designing priesthood. A
secondary object of the Author’s was to give some ac-
count of the connection of the English with the Sikhs,
and in part with the Afghans, from the time they
began to take a direct interest in the affairs of these
races, and to involve them in the web of their policy
for opening the navigation of the Indus, and for
bringing Toorkistdn and Khorassan within their com-
mercial influence.

It has also been remarked by some public critics and
private friends, that the Author leans unduly towards
the Sikhs, and that an officer in the Indian army
should appear to say he sees aught unwise or objec-
tionable in the acts of the East India Company and
its delegates is at the least strange. ~The Author
has, indeed, constantly endeavoured to keep his
readers alive to that under current of feeling or
principle which moves the Sikh peoplec ollectively,
and which will usually rise superior to the crimes or
follies of individuals. It was the history of Sikhks,
a new and peculiar nation, which he wished to make
known to strangers ; and he saw no reason for contin-
ually recurring to the duty or destiny of the English
in India, because he was addressing himself to his
own countrymen who know the merits and motives of
their supremacy in the East, and who can themselves
commonly decide whether the particular acts of a
viceroy are in accordance with the general policy of



TO THE SECOND EDITION. ix

his government. The Sikhs, moreover, are so inferior
to the English in resources and knowledge that there
is no equality of comparison between them.

The glory to England is indeed great of her Eastern
Dominion, and she may justly feel proud of the in-
creasing excellence of her sway over subject nations;
but this general expression of the sense and desire of
the English people does not show that every proceed-
ing of her delegates is necessarily fitting and farsee-
ing. The wisdom of England is not to be measured
by the views and acts of any one of her sons, but is
rather to be deduced from the characters of many. In
India it is to be gathered in part from the high, but
not always scrupulous, qualities which distinguished
Clive, Hastings, and Wellesley, who acquired and
secured the Empire; in part from the generous, but
not always discerning, sympathies of Burke, Corn-
wallis, and Bentinck, who gave to English rule the
stamp of moderation and humanity ; and also in part
from the ignorant well-meaning of the people at
large, who justly deprecating ambition in the abstract
vainly strive to check the progress of conquest before
its necessary limits have been attained, and before the
aspiring energies of the conquerors themselves have
become exhausted. By conquest, I would be under-
stood to imply the extension of supremacy, and not
the extinction of dynasties, for such imperial form of
domination should be the aim and scope of English
sway in the East. [England should reign over kings
rather than rule over subjects.

The Sikhs and the English are each irresistibly
urged forward in their different ways and degrees
towards remote and perhaps diversc ends: the



b4 AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Sikhs, as the leaders of a congenial mental change ;
the English, as the promoters of rational law and
material wealth; and individual chiefs and rulers
can merely play their parts in the great social move-
ments with more or less of effect and intelligence.
Of the deeds and opinions of these conspicuous men,
the Author has not hesitated to speak plainly but
soberly, whether in praise or dispraise, and he trusts
he may do both, without either idly flattering or
malignantly traducing his country, and also with-
out cogppromising his own character as a faithful
and obedient servant of the State ; — for the soldiers
of India are no longer mere sentinels over bales of
goods, nor is the East India Company any longer a
private association of traffickers which can with reason
object to its mercantile transactions being subjected
to open comment by one of its confidential factors.
The merits of the administration of the East India
Company are many and undoubted ; but its constitu-
tion is political, its authority is derivative, and every
Englishman has a direct interest in the proceedings
of his Government; while it is likewise his Country’s
boast that her children can at fitting times express in.
calm and considerate language their views of her
career, and it is Aer duty to see that those to whom
she entrusts power rightly understand both their own
position and Aer functions.

25th October, 1849.



PREFACE

T0

THE FIRST EDITION.®

OxE who possesses no claims to systematic scholar-
‘ship, and who nevertheless asks the public to approve
of his labors in a field of some difficulty, is bound
to show to his readers that he has at least had fair
means of obtaining accurate information and of coming
to just conclusions.

Towards the end of the year 1837, the Author re-
ceived, through the unsolicited favour of Lord Auck-
land, the appointment of assistant to Colonel Wade, the
political agent at Loodiana, and the officer in charge
of the British relations with the Punjab and the
chiefs of Afghanistan. He was at the same time re-
quired as an engineer officer, to render Feerozpoor a
defensible post, that little place having been declared
a feudal escheat, and its position being regarded as
one of military importance. His plans for effecting
the object in view met the approval of Sir Henry
Fane, the Commander-in-Chief ; but it was not eventu-
ally thought proper to do more than cover the town
with a slight parapet, and the scheme for reseating
Shah Shooja on his throne seemed at the time to
make the English and Sikh Governments so wholly
one, that the matter dropped, and Feerozpoor was

* Published in 1 vol. 8vo. 19th March, 1849,
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allowed to become a cantonment with scarcely the
means at hand of saving its ammunition from a few
predatory horse.

The Author was also present at the interview
which took place in 1838, between Runjeet Singh and
Lord Auckland. In 1839 he accompanied Shahzada
Tymoor and Colonel Wade to Peshawur, and he was
with them when they forced the Pass of Khyber, and
laid open the road to Caubul. In 1840 he was
placed in administrative charge of the district of
Loodiana ; and towards the end of the same year, he
was deputed by the new frontier agent, Mr. Clerk,
to accompany Colonel Shelton and his relieving
brigade to Peshawur, whence he returned with the
troops escorting Dost Mahomed Khan under Colonel
‘Wheeler. During part of 1841 he was in magisterial
charge of the Feerozpoor district, and towards the
close of that year, he was appointed — on the recom-
mendation again of Mr. Clerk —to proceed to Tibet
to see that the ambitious Rajas of Jummoo surrendered
certain territories which they had seized from the
Chinese of Lassa, and that the British trade with
Ludakh, &c. was restored to its old footing. He re-
turned at the end of a year, and was present at the
interviews between Lord Ellenborough and Dost
Mahomed at Loodiana, and between his lordship and
the Sikh chiefs at Feerozpoor in December 1842.
During part of 1843 he was in civil charge of Am-
bala; but from the middle of that year till towards
the close of 1844, he held the post of personal assist-
ant to Colonel Richmond, the successor of Mr. Clerk.
After Major Broadfoot’s nomination to the same office,
and during the greater part of 1845, the Author was
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employed in the Buhawulpoor territory in connection
with refugee Sindhians, and with boundary disputes
between the Daoodpotras and the Rajpoots of Beeka-
meer and Jeyselmeer. When war with the Sikhs
broke out, the Author was required by Sir Charles
Napier to join his army of co-operation ; but after the
battle of Pheerooshuhur, he was summoned to Lord
Gough’s Head Quarters. He was subsequently directed
to accompany Sir Harry Smith, when a diversion was
made towards Loodiana, and he was thus present at the
skirmish of Buddowal and at the battle of Aleewal.
He had likewise the fortune to be a participator in
the victory of Subraon, and the further advantage of
acting on that important day as‘an aide-de-camp to
the Governor-General. He was then attached to the
head quarters of the Commander-in-Chief, until the
army broke up at Lahore, when he accompanied Lord
Hardinge’s camp to the Simlah Hills, preparatory to
setting out for Bhopdl, the political agency in which
state and its surrounding districts, his lordship had
unexpectedly been pleased to bestow upon him.

The Author was thus living among the Sik_l_Lpeople
for a period of eight years, and during a very im-
portant portion of their history. He had intercourse,
under every variety of circumstances, with all classes
of men, and he had at the same time free access to all
the public records bearing on the affairs of the fron-
tier. It was after being required in 1844, to draw
up reports on the British connection generally with
the states on the Sutlej, and especially on the military
resources of the Punjab, that he conceived the idea,
and felt he had the means, of writing the history which
he now offers to the public.
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The Author’s residence in Malwa has been bene-
ficial to him in many ways personally ; and it has also
been of advantage in the composition of this work, as
he has had the opportunity of becoming acquainted
with the ideas an}&o modes of life of the military
colonies of Sikhs scattered through Central India.

Sehore, Bhopil,
December 9, 1848,
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NOTE. o

*.* Names which are familiar to the English reader, and which
may be said to have become formed into a conventional vocabulary,
are spelt according to the common orthography, or with such little
deviation from it as not to require special notice. Thus, Deccan
is used throughout for Dukhun, or Dekhin, or Dukshun; Ma-
homet for Mohummud, or Mohammed ; Runjeet for Ranjit, and
8o on.

Otherwise it has been attempted to convey the sound of Indian
names by giving to English letters their ordinary pronunciation
or admitted powers; and it has not been thought advisable to.
endeavor to render letters by their alphabetical equivalents.

A is always to be pronounced broad as a in all, father, &ec.,
- excepting in such classical names as Akber, Arjoon, &c. where it
has the sound of % in up, dull, &c.

E, when single, is to be pronounced as e in there, or as a in
care. When double (EE), as ee in cheer, or as ea in hear.

I, as ¢ in sit, writ, &ec. :

O, a8 o in only, bone, &c., i. e. generally long.

U, as u in up, sun, &c

El, as ey in eyry.

EU, as e« in Europe.

OW, as ow in town, or as ox in round.

The letter C is always to be regarded as hard, or as the
equivalent of K. -

Similarly G is always hard, and nowhere represents J.

In some names and designations, the modern pronunciation and
modes in use in India generally have occasionally been preferred -
to the ancient classical, or to the present local forms. Thus,
Cheitun is written instead of Chaitanya; Koopél, instead of
Capila ; Raee, instead of Roy or Rao, and se on.

On the contrary, the familiar word Siva (Seevi) has been pre-
ferred to Shiv, or Sheo, or Shew ; while Krishna and Kishen have
been used indiscriminately. With regard to Avatar, there is a
difficulty ; for the word is pronounced not as Avaht¥r, but as
Awtirh or Owtérh. The usual form does not convey the true
sound, and the other is offensive to the unaccustomed eye.

*.* In the references, and also in the text, from Chap. V. to the
end of the Volume, the name of military officers and civil function-
aries are quoted without any nice regard to the rank they may
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have held at the particular time, or to the titles by which they may
have been subsequently distinguished. But as there is one per-
son only of each name to be referred to, no doubt or inconvenience
can arise from this laxity. Thus the youthful, but discreet Mr.
Metcalfe of the treaty with Runjeet Singh, and the Sir Charles
Metcalfe so honorably cognected with the history of India, is the
Lord Metcalfe of riper years and approved services in another
hemisphere. Lieutenant Colonel, or more briefly Colonel, Pot-
tinger, is now a Major General and o Grand Cross of the Bath;
while Mr. Clerk has been made a knight of the same Order, and
Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence bas been raised to an equal title.
Captain, or Lieutenant-Colonel, or Sir Claude Wade, mean one
and the same person: and similarly the late Sir Alexander
Burnes, sometimes appears as a simple lieutenant, or as a cap-
tain, or as a lieutenant colonel. On the other hand, Sir David
Ochterloney is referred to solely under that title, although, when
he marched to the Sutlej in 1809, he held the rank of lieutenant
colonel only.

N
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HISTORY

OF

THE SIKHS.

CHAPTER I

THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE.

Geographical Limits of Sikh Occupation or Influence, —
Climate, Productions, &c. of the Sikh Dominions. —
Inhabitants, Races, Tribes. — Religions of the People.
— Characteristics and Effects of Race and Religion. —
FPartial Migrations of Tribes. — Religious Proselytism.

DurinG the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries of the
Christian era, Nanuk and Govind, of the Kshutree race,
obtained a few converts to their doctrines of religious
reform and social emancipation among the Jut peasants
of Lahore and the southern banks of the Sutlej. The
¢¢ Sikhs,” or ¢ Disciples,” have now become a nation ;
and they occupy, or Eave extended their influence, from
Delhi to Peshawur, and from the plains of Sindh to
the Karakorum mountains. The dominions acquired
by the Sikhs are thus included between the 28th and
36th parallels of north latitude, and between the 71st
and 77th meridians of east longitude ; and if a base of
four hundred and fifty miles be drawn from Paneeput
to the Khyber Pass, two triangles, almost equilateral,
B

Geographi-
cal limits,



Climate,
produc-
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Grain, and
shawl wool
of Ludakh,
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may be described upon it, which shall include the con-
quests of Runjeet Singh and the fixed colonies of the
Sikh people.

The country of the Sikhs being thus situated in a
medium degree of latitude, corresponding nearly with
that of northern Africa and the American States, and
consisting either of broad plains not much above the
sea level, or of mountain ranges which rise two and
three miles into the air, possesses every variety of cli-
mate and every description of natural produce. The
winter of Ludakh is long and rigorous, snow covers
the ground for half the year, the loneliness of its vast
solitudes appals the heart, and nought living meets the
eye; yet the shawl-wool goat gives a value to the
rocky wastes of that elevated region, and its scanty
acres yield unequalled crops of wheat and barley, where
the stars can be discerned at midday and the thin air
scarcely bears the sound of thunder to the ear.* The
heat and the dust storms of Mooltan are perhaps more
oppressive than the cold and the drifting snows of
Tibet ; but the favorable position of the city, and the
several overflowing streams in its neighborhood, give

* Shawl wool is produced most
abundantly, and of the finest quality,
in the steppes between the Shayuk
and the main branch of the Indus.

The gravel of the northern
steppes of Tibet yields gold in
grains, but the value of the crude
borax of the lakes surpasses, as an

About 100,000 rupees, or 10,000L
worth may be carried down the
valley of the Sutlej to Loodiana
and Delhi. (Journal Asiatic Society
of Bengal for 1844, p. 210.) The
importation into Cashmeer alone is
estimated by Moorcroft ( Travels, ii.
165.) at about 75,000L, and thus the
Sutlej trade may represent less than
a tenth of the whole,

Moorcroft speaks highly of the
cultivation of wheat and barley in
Tibet, and he once saw a field of the
latter grain in that country such as
he had never before beheld, and
which he says an English farmer
would have ridden many miles to
have looked at. — ( Travels, i. 269,
280)

article of trade, that of the precious
metal.

In Yarkund an intoxicating drug
named churrus, much used in India,
is grown of a superior quality, and
while opium could be taken across
the Himalayas, the Hindoos and
Chinese carried on a brisk traffic of
exchange in the two deleterious
commodities.

The trade in tea through Tibet to
Cashmeer and Caubul is of local im-
portance. The blocks weigh about
eight pounds, and sell for 12s. and
16s. up to 36s. and 48s. each, ac-
cording to the quality. — (Com-
pare Moorcroft, Trarels, 1, 350, 351.)
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an importance, the one to its manufactures of silks and
carpets, and the other to the wheat, the indigo, and the
cotton of its fields.* The southern slopes of the Hima-
layas are periodically deluged with rain, which is almost
unknown beyond the snow, and is but little felt in
Mooltan or along the Indus. The central Punjab is
mostly a bushy jungle or a pastoral waste; its rivers
alone have rescued it from the desert, but its dryness
keeps it free from savage beasts, and its herds of cattle
are of staple value to the country; while the plains
which immediately bound the hills, or are influenced by
the Indus and its tributaries, are not surpassed in ferti-
lity by any in India. The many populous towns of
these tracts are filled with busy weavers of cotton and
silk and wool, and with skilful workers in leather and
wood and iron. Water is found near the surface, and
the Persian wheel is in general use for purposes of irri-
gation. Sugar is produced in abundance, and the
markets of Sindh and Caubul are in part supplied with
that valuable article by the traders of Awritsir, the
commercial emporium of Northern India.t The arti-

* The wheat of Mooltan is beard-
less, and its grain is long and heavy.
It is exported in large quantities to
Rajpootana, and also, since the Bri-
tish occupation, to Sindh to an in-
creased extent. The value of the
carpets manufactured in Mooltan
does not perhaps exceed 50,000 ru.
pees annually. The silk manufac-
ture may be worth five times that
sum, or, including that of Buhawul-
poor, 400,000 rupees in all; but the
demand for such fabrics has markedly
declined since the expulsion of a
native dynasty from Sindh. The
raw silk of Bokhara is used in pre-
ference to that of Bengal, as being
stronger and more glossy.

English piece-goods, (or more
largely) cotton twists to be woven
into cloth, bave been introduced
everywhere in India; but those
well to do in the world can alone
buy foreign articles, and. thus while
about eighteen tons of cotton twist

are used by the weavers of Buhawul-
poor, about three hundred tons of
(cleaned) cotton are grown in the
district, and wrought up by the vil-
lagers or exported to Rajpootana.

The Lower Punjab and Buhawul-
poor yield respectively about 750 and
150 tons of indigo. It is worth on
the spot from ninepence to eighteen-
pence the pound. The principal
market is Khorassan; but the trade
has declined of late, perhaps owing
to the quantities which may be intro-
duced into that country by way of the
Persian Gulph from India. The
fondness of the Sikhs, and of the
poorer Mahometans of the Indus,
for blue clothing, will always main-
tain a fair trade in indigo.

1 In 1844 the customs and excise
duties of the Punjab amounted to
240,000L or 250,000L, or to one
thirteenth of the whole revenue
of Runjeet Singh, estimated at
$,250,000!.
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sans of Cashmeer, the varied productions of that famous
valley, its harvests of saffron, and its important manu-
facture of shawls, are well known and need only be
alluded to.* The plains of Attok and Peshawur no
longer shelter the rhinoceros which Baber delighted to
hunt, but are covered with rich crops of rice, of wheat,
and of barley. The mountains themselves produce
drugs and dyes and fruits ; their precipitous sides sup-
port forests of gigantic pines, and veins of copper, or
extensive deposits of rock salt and of iron ore are
contained within their vast outline. The many fertile
vales lying between the Indus and Cashmeer, are per-
haps unsurpassed in the East for salubrity and loveliness :
the seasons are European, and the violent ¢ monsoon”
of India is replaced by the genial spring rains of tem-
perate climates.

The people comprised within the limits of the Sikh
rule or influence, are various in their origin, their
language, and their faith. The plains of Upper India,
in which the Brahmins and Kshutrees had developed
a peculiar civilization, have been overrun by Persian or
Scythic tribes, from the age of Darius and Alexander
to that of Baber and Nadir Shah. Particular traces
of the successive conquerors may yet perhaps be found,
but the main features are, 1. the introduction of the
Mahometan creed; and 2. the long antecedent emi-
gration of hordes of Juts from the plains of Upper
Asia. It is not necessary to enter into the antiquities
of Grecian ¢ Getze” and Chinese ¢ Yuechi,” to discuss
the asserted identity of a peasant Jut and a moon-
descended Yadoo, or to try to trace the blood of Kad-
phises in the veins of Runjeet Singh. It is sufficient
to observe that the vigorous Hindoo civilization of the
first ages of Christianity soon absorbed its barbarous
invaders, and that in the lapse of centuries the Juts

® Mr. Moorcroft ( Travels, ii. 194.) be worth 75,000l alone ( Travels, ii.
estimates the annual value of the 165. &c.), that is, 1000 horse loads
Cashmeer manufacture of shawls of 300 pounds, each pound being

at 800,000/. ; but this seems a worth five shillings.
small estimate if the raw material
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became essentially Brahminical in language and belief.
Along the southern Indus they soon yielded their con-
science to the guidance of Islam; those of the north
longer retained their idolatrous faith, but they have
lately had a new life breathed into them ; they now
preach the unity of God and the equality of man, and,
after obeying Hindoo and Mahometan rulers, they have
themselves once more succeeded to sovereign power.*
The Mussulman occupation forms the next grand epoch
in general Indian history after the extinction of the Bood-
hist religion ; the common speech of the people has
been partially changed, and the tenets of Mahomet are
gradually revolutionizing the whole fabric of Indian
society ; but the difference of race, or the savage man-
ners of the conquerors, struck the vanquished even
more forcibly than their creed, and to this day Juts
and others talk of ¢ Toorks” as synonymous with op-
pressors, and the proud Rajpoots not only bowed before
the Mussulmans, but have perpetuated the remembrance
of their servitude by adopting ¢ Toorkana,” or Turk
money, into their language as the equivalent of tribute.

In the valley of the Upper Indus, that is, in Ludakh
and Little Tibet, the prevailing caste is the Bhotee sub-
division of the great Tartar variety of the human race.
Lower down that classical stream, or in Ghilghit and
Chulass, the remains of the old and secluded races
of Durdoos and Dunghers are still to be found, but
both in Iskdrdo and in Ghilghit itself, there is some
mixture of Toorkmun tribes from the wilds of Pamer
and Kashkar. The people of Cashmeer have from
time to time been mixed with races from the north,
the south, and the west; and while their language is
Hindoo and their faith Mahometan, the manners of
the primitive Kush or Kutch tribes, have been in-
fluenced by their proximity to the Tartars. The hills
westward from Cashmeer to the Indus are inhabited by
Kukkas and Bumbas, of whom little is known, but

* See Appendix I.
* B3
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towards the river itself the Eusofzaees and other Af-
ghan tribes prevail ; while there are many secluded val-
leys peopled by the widely spread Goojers, whose history
has yet to be ascertained, and who are the vassals of
Arabian *““syeds,” or of Afghan and Toorkmun lords.
The Guk- In the hills south of Cashmeer, and west of the
e Jehlum to Attock and Kalabagh on the Indus, are
" found Gukkers, Goojers, Khatirs, Awans, Junjoohs
and others, all of whom may be considered to have
from time to time merged into the Hindoo stock in
language and feelings.  Of these some, as the Junjoohs
and especially the Gukkers, have a local reputation.
Peshawur and the hills which surround it, are peopled
The Eusol- by various races of Afghans, as Eusofzaees and Mo-
Afreedees, munds in the north and west, Khuleels and others in
&e. the centre, and Afreedees, Khuttuks and others in the
south and east. The hills south of Kohat, and the
Vuzeerees, districts of Tank and Bunnoo, are likewise peopled by
;‘}gh‘;‘l“’:" genuine Afghans, as the pastoral Vuzeerees and others,
or by agricultural tribes claiming such a descent ; and,
indeed, throughout the mountains on either side of the
Indus, every valley has its separate tribe or family,
always opposed in interest, and sometimes differing in
speech and manners. Generally it may be observed,
that, on the north, the Afghans on one side, and the
Toorkmuns on the other, are gradually pressing upon
the old but less energetic Durdoos, who have been already
mentioned.
Belotches,’ In the districts on either side of the Indus south of
Raaase  Kalabagh, and likewise around Mooltan, the population
the Middle is partly Belotch and partly Jut, intermixed however

Indus. with other tribes, as Uroras and Raiens, and towards
g;;natm the mountains of Sooleeman some Afghan tribes are
ut! y

and Koo likewise to be found located. In the waste tracts be-

theesr::f the tween the Indus and Sutlej are found Juns, Bhuttees,
;f:if,s_ Seeals, Kurruls, Kathees, and other tribes, who are

Chibhsand both pastoral and predatory, and who, with the Chibhs
a'zhm‘?‘ and Buhows south of Cashmeer, between the Jehlum

hills, and Chenab, may be the first inhabitants of the country,
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but little reclaimed in manners by Hindoo or Mahometan
conquerors; or one or more of them, as the Bhuttees,
who boast of their lunar descent, may represent a tribe
of ancient invaders or colonizers who have yielded to
others more powerful than themselves. Indeed, there
seems little doubt of the former supremacy of the Bhuttee
or. Bhatee race in North-western India: the tribe is
extensively diffused, but the only sovereignty which re-
mains to it is over the sands of Jeyselmeer.* The tracts
along the Sutlej, about Pakputtun, are occupied by Wut-
toos and Johya Rajpootst, whilé lower down are found
some of the Lungga tribe, who were once the masters
of Ootch and Mooltan.

The hills between Cashmeer and the Sutlej are pos-
sessed by Rajpoot families, and the Mahometan invasion
seems to have thrust the more warlike Indians, on one
side into the sands of Rajpootana and the hills of Bun-
delkhund, and on the other into the recesses of the
Himalayas. But the mass of the population is a mixed
race called Dogras about Jummoo, and Kunéts to the
eastward, even as far as the Jumna and Ganges, and
which boasts of some Rajpoot blood. There are, how-
ever, some other tribes intermixed, as the Gudhees,
who claim to be Kshutree, and as the Kohlees, who may
be the aborigines, and who resemble in manners and
habits, and perhaps in language, the forest tribes of
Central India. Towards the snowy limits there is
some mixture of Bhotees, and towards Cashmeer and
in the towns there is a similar mixture of the people of
that valley.

¢ [The little chiefship of Kerowlee
between Jeypoor and Gwalior may
also be added. The Raja is admit-
ted by the genealogists to be of the
Yadoo or Lunar race, but people some-
times say that his being an Aheer or
Cowherd forms his only relationship
to Krishna, the pastoral Apollo of
the Indians.]

t Tod ( Rajusthan, i. 118.) regards
the Johyas as extinet ; but they still

florish as peasants on either bank of
the Sutlej, between Kussoor and Bu-
hawulpoor : they are now Mahome-
tans. The Dahia of Tod (i. 118.) are
likewise to be found as cultivators and
as Mahometans on the Lower Sutlej,
under the name of Deheh, or Dihur
and Dithur; and they and many
other tribes seem to have yielded on
one side to Rahtor Rajpoots, aud on
the other to Belotches,

B 4
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The central tract in the plains stretching from the
Jehlum to Hansee, Hissar, and Paneeput, and lying to
the north of Khooshéb and the ancient Depilpoor, is
inhabited chiefly by Juts; and the particular country
of the Sikh people may be said to lie around Lahore,
Anmritsir, and even Goojrat to the north of the Sutlej,
and around Bhutinda and Soonim to the south of that
river. The one tract is preeminently called Ménjha
or the middle land, and the other is known as Malwa,
from, it is said, some fancied resemblance in greenness
and fertility to the central Indian province of that
name. Many other people are, however, intermixed, as
Bhuttees and Doghurs, mostly to the south and west,
and Raiens, Rors, and others, mostly in the east. Goo-
jers are everywhere numerous, as are also other Raj-
poots besides Bhuttees, while Puthiins are found in
scattered villages and towns. Among the Puthans
those of Kussoor have long been numerous and power-
ful, and the Rajpoots of Rahoon have a local reputa-
tion. Of the gross agricultural population of this
central tract, perhaps somewhat more than four-tenths
may be Jut, and somewhat more than one-tenth Goojer,
while nearly two-tenths may be Rajpoots more or less
pure, and less than a tenth claim to be Mahometans of
foreign origin, although it is highly probable that about
a third of the whole people profess the Mussulman
faith. *

In every town and city there are, moreover, tribes of
religionists, or soldiers, or traders, or handicraftsmen,
and thus whole divisions of a provincial capital may be
peopled by holy Brahminst or as holy Syeds, by Af-
ghan or Boondehla soldiers, by Kshutrees, Urdras,

* See Appendix II.

1 In the Punjab, and along the
Ganges, Brahmins have usually the
appellation of Misser or Mitter, i.e.
Mithra, given to them, if not dis-
tinguished as Pundits, 7. e. as doc-
tors or men of learning. The title

seems, according to tradition, or to
the surmise of well informed native
Indians, to have been introduced by
the first Mahometan invaders, and it
may perhaps show that the Brahmins
were held to be worshippers of the
sun by the Unitarian iconoclasts.
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and Buneeas engaged in trade, by Cashmeeree weavers,
and by mechanics and dealers of the many degraded or
inferior races of Hindostan. None of these are, how-
ever, so powerful, so united, or so numerous as to affect
the surrounding rural population, although, after the
Juts, the Kshutrees are perhaps the most influential and
enterprising race in the country.*

Of the wandering houseless races, the Chunggurs
are the most numerous and the best known, and they
seem to deserve notice as being probably the same as
the Chinganehs of Turkey, the Russian Tzigans, the
German Zigueners, the Italian Zingaros, the Spanish
Gitanos, and the English Gypsies. About Delhi the
race is called Kunjur, a word which, in the Punjab, pro-
perly implies a courtezan dancing girl.

The limits of Race and Religion are not the same,
otherwise the two subjects might have been considered
together with advantage. In Ludakh the people and
the dependent rulers profess Lamaic Boodhism, which
is so widely diffused throughout Central Asia, but the
Tibetans of Iskardo, the Durdoos of Ghilghit, and the
Kukkas and Bumbas of the rugged mountains, are
Mahometans of the Sheea persuasion. The people of
Cashmeer, of Kishtwar, of Bhimbur, of Pukhlee, and of
the hills south and west to the salt range and the Indus,
are mostly Soonee Mahometans, as are likewise the
tribes of Peshawur and of the valley of the Indus south-
ward, and also the inhabitants of Mooltan, and of the
plains northward as far as Pind-Dadul-Khan, Chuneeot,
and Depélpoor. The people of the Himalayas, east-
ward of Kishtwar and Bhimbur, are Hindoos of the
Brahminical faith, with some Boodhist colonies to the
north, and some Mahometan families to the south west.
The Juts of ¢ Manjha” and ¢“Malwa” are mostly Sikhs,
but perhaps not one-third of the whole population be-
tween the Jehlum and Jumna has yet embraced the

* Sec Appendix III.

9

Kshutrees
and Uroras
of the cities.

The wan-
dering
Chunggurs.

The reli-
glons of the
Sikh
country.
The Lamaic
Boodhists of
Ludakh,

The Sheea
Mahome-
tans of
Bultee.

The Soonee
Mahome-
tans of
Cashmeer,
Peshawur,
and
Mooltan.
The Brah-
minist hill
tribes.

The Sikhs
of the cen-
tral plains
mixed



10

with Brah-
minists and
Mahome-
tans.

Hindoo
shopkeepers
of Mahome-
tan cities.

Village
population
about Bhu-
tinda
purely Sikh,

The debased
and seclu-
ded races,
worshippers
of local
gods and
oracular
divinities.

NIISTORY OF THE SIKHS. [Char. L

tenets of Nanuk and Govind, the other two-thirds being
still equally divided between Islim and Brahminism.

In every town, excepting perhaps Leh, and in most
of the villages of the Mahometan districts of Peshawur
and Cashmeer and of the Sikh districts of Manjha and
Malwa, there are always to be found Hindoo traders
and shopkeepers. The Kshutrees prevail in the northern
towns, and the Urdras are numerous in the province of
Mooltan. The Cashmeeree Brahmins emulate in intelli-
gence and usefulness the Mahratta Pundits and the
Baboos of Bengal ; they are a good deal employed in
official business, although the Kshutrees and the Uroras
are the ordinary accountants and farmers of revenue.
In «“Malwa” alone, that is, about Bhutinda and Soo-
nam, can the Sikh population be found unmixed, and
there it has passed into a saying, that the priest, the
soldier, the mechanic, the shopkeeper, and the plough-
man are all equally Sikh.

There are, moreover, in the Punjab, as throughout
India, several poor and contemned races, to whom
Brahmins will not administer the consolations of re-
ligion, and who have not been sought as converts by
the Mahometans. These worship village or forest
gods, or family progenitors, or they invoke a stone
as typical of the great mother of mankind; or some
have become acquainted with the writings of the later
Hindoo reformers, and regard themselves as inferior
members of the Sikh community, In the remote
Himalayas, again, where neither Moolla nor Lama,
nor Brahmin, has yet cared to establish himself, the
people are equally without instructed priests and a de-
terminate faith ; they worship the Spirit of each lofty
peak, they erect temples to the limitary god of each
snow clad summit, and believe that from time to time
the attendant servitor is inspired to utter the divine
will in oracular sentences, or that when the image of
the Deitya or Titan is borne in solemn procession on
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their shoulders, a pressure to the right or left denotes
good or evil fortune.*

The characteristics of race and religion are every-
where of greater importance than the accidents of
position or the achievements of contemporary genius ;
but the influences of descent and manners, of origin
and worship, need not be dwelt upon in all their rami-
fications. The systems of Boodha, of Brumha, and of
Mahomet, are extensively ditfused in the eastern world,
and they intimately affect the daily conduct of millions
of men. Baut, for the most part, these creeds no longer
inspire their votaries with enthusiasm ; the faith of the
people is no longer a living principle, but a social
customn, — a rooted, an almost instinctive deference to
what has been the practice of centuries. The Tibetan,
who unhesitatingly believes the Deity to dwell incar-
nate in the world, and who grossly thinks he per-
petuates a prayer by the motion of a wheel, and the
Hindoo, who_piously considers his partial gods to de-
light in forms of stone or clay, would indeed still resist
the uncongenial innovations of strangers ; but the spirit
which erected temples to Shakya the Seer from the
torrid to the frigid zone, or which raised the Brahmins
high above all other Indian races, and which led them
to triumph in poetry and philosophy, is no longer to be
found in its ancient simplicity and vigor. The Bood-
hist and the reverer of the Veds, is indeed each satisfied
with his own chance of a happy immortality, but he is
indifferent about the general reception of truth, and,
while he will not himself be despotically interfered

¢ In the Lower Himalayas of the was slain by them, but behold ! a
Punjab there are many shrines to rock opened and Googa again sprang
Googa or Goga, and the poorer forth armed and mounted. Another
clases of the plains likewise reve- account makes him the lord of Durd-
rence the memory of the ancient Durehra in the wastes of Rajwarra,
hero. His birth or appearance is and this corresponds in some degree
variously related. One with what Tod (Rajasthan, ii. 4417.)
makes him the chief of Ghuznee, says of the same champion, who died
and causes bim to war with his fighting against the armies of Meh-
brothers Urjoon and Soorjun. He mood,
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with, he cares not what may be the fate of others, or
what becomes of those who differ from him. Even the
Mahometan, whose imagination must not be assisted
by any visible similitude, is prone to invest the dead
with the powers of intercessors, and to make pilgrim-
ages to the graves of departed mortals ; and we should
now look in vain for any general expression of that
feeling which animated the simple Arabian disciple, or
the hardy Toorkmun convert, to plant thrones across
the fairest portion of the ancient hemisphere. It is
true that, in the Mahometan world, there are still many
zealous individuals, and many mountain and pastoral
tribes, who will take up arms, as well as become passive
martyrs, for their faith, and few will deny that Turk,
and Persian, and Puthin would more readily unite for
conscience sake under the banner of Mahomet, than
Russian, and Swede, and Spaniard are ever likely to
march under one common ¢ Labarum.” The Mussul-
man feels proudly secure of his path to salvation; he
will resent the exhortations of those whom he pities
or contemns as wanderers, and, unlike the Hindoo and
the Boodhist, he is still actively desirous of acquiring
merit by adding to the number of true believers. But
Boodhist, and Brahminist, and Mahometan, have each
an instructed body of ministers, and each confides in
an authoritative ritual, or in a revealed law. Their
reason and their hopes are both satisfied, and hence the
difficulty of converting them to the Christian faith by
the methods of the civilized moderns. Our mission-
aries, earnest and devoted men, must be content with
the cold arguments of science and criticism ; they must
not rouse the feelings, or appeal to the imagination ;
they cannot promise aught which their hearers were not
sure of before; they cannot go into the desert to fast,
nor retire to the mountain tops to pray; they cannot
declare the fulfilment of any fondly cherished hope of
the people, nor, in announcing a great principle, can
they point to the success of the sword and the visible
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favor of the Divinity. No austerity of sanctitude con-
vinces the multitude, and the Pundit and the Moolla can
each oppose dialectics to dialectics, morality to morality,
and revelation to revelation. Our zealous preachers may
create sects among ourselves, half Quietist and half
Epicurean, they may persevere in their laudable reso-
lution of bringing up the orphans of heathen parents,
and they may gain some converts among intelligent
“inquirers as well as among the ignorant and the indi-
gent, but it seems hopeless that they should ever Chris-
tianize the Indian and Mahometan worlds.*

The observers of the ancient creeds quietly pursue
the even tenor of their way, self satisfied and alinost
indifferent about others ; but the Sikhs are converts to
a new religion, the seal of the double dispensation of
Brumha and Mahomet : #keir enthusiasm is still fresh,
and their faith is still an active and a living principle.
They are persuaded that God himself is present with
them, that He supports them in all their endeavors,
and that sooner or later He will confound ¢keir enemies
for His own glory. This feeling of the Sikh people
deserves the attention of the English, both as a civilized
nation and as a paramount government. Those who
have heard a follower of Gooroo Govind declaim on the
destinies of his race, his eye wild with enthusiasm and
every muscle quivering with excitement, can under-
stand that spirit which impelled the naked Arab against
the mail clad troops of Rome and Persia, and which
led our own chivalrous and believing forefathers through
Europe to battle for the cross on the shores of Asia.
The Sikhs do not form a numerous sect, yet their

* The masses can only be con-
vinced by means repudiated by rea-
son and the instructed intelleet of
man, and the futility of endeavor-
.ing to convince the learned by argu-
ment is exemplified in Martyn's
Persian Controversies translated by
Dr. Lee, in the discussions carried
on between the Christian mission-
aries at Allahabad and the Mahome-

tan Moollas at Lucknow, in Rammo-
hun Roy’s work on Deism and the
Veds, and in the published corres-
pondence of the Tuttubodhinee
Subha of Calcutta. For an instance
of the satisfaction of the Hindoos
with their creed, see Moorcroft,
Travels, i.118., where some Qodassees
commend him for believing, like
them, in a God !

13

Sikhism an
active and
pervading
principle.



11

The Juts
industrious
and high-
spirited.

The Ralens
and some
others
scarcely
inferior as
tillers of the
ground,
The peasant
Rajpoots.
The Goojers
a pastoral
people.

The Be-
lotches
pastoral and
predatory.

HISTORY OF THE SIKIIS. [Cuar.T.
strength is not to be estimated by tens of thousands,
but by the unity and energy of religious fervor and
warlike temperament. They will dare much, and they
will endure much, for the mystic ¢ Khalsa” or common-
wealth ; they are not discouraged by defeat, and they
ar(lently look forward to the day when Indians and
Arabs, and Persians and Turks, shall all acknowledge
the double mission of Nanuk and Govind Singh.

The characteristics of race are perhaps more deep
seated and enduring than those of religion; but, in con-
sidering any people, the results of birth and breeding,
of descent and instruction, must be held jointly in view.
The Juts or Jats are known in the north and west of
India as industrious and successful tillers of the soil,
and as hardy yeomen equally ready to take up arms
and to follow the plough. They form, perhaps, the
finest rural population in India. On the Jumna their
general superiority is apparent, and Bhurtpoor bears
witness to their merits, while on the Sutlej religious
reformation and political ascendancy have each served
to give spirit to their industry and activity and purpose
to their courage.* The Raiens, the Malees, and some
others, are notinferior to the Juts in laboriousness and
sobriety, although they are so in enterprize and resolu-
tion. The Rajpoots are always brave men, and they
form, too, a desirable peasantry. The Goojers every-
where prefer pasturage to the plough, whether of the
Hindoo or Mahometan faith. The Belotches do not
become careful cultivators even when long settled in
the plains, and the tribes adjoining the hills are of a
disposition turbulent and predatory. They mostly de-
vote themselves to the rearing of camels, and they tra-

® Under the English system of
selling the proprietary right in vil-
lages when the old frecholder or
former purchaser may be unable to pay
the land tax, the Jats of Upper India
are gradually becoming the possessors
of the greater portion of the soil, a
fact which the author first heard on

the high authority of Mr. Thomason,
the Lieutenant-Governor of the
North-western Provinces. It is a
common saying that if a Jat has fifty
rupees, he will rather dig a well or
buy a pair of bullocks with the
money than spend it on the idle
rejoicings of A marriage.
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verse Upper India in charge of herds of that useful
animal. The Afghans are good husbandmen when
they have been accustomed to peace in the plains of
India, or when they feel secure in their own valleys,
but they are even of a more turbulent character than
the Belotches, and they are everywhere to be met with
as mercenary soldiers. DBoth races are, in truth, in
their own country little better than freebooters, and the
Mahometan faith has mainly helped them to justify
their excesses against unbelievers, and to keep them to-
gether under a common banner for purposes of defence
or aggression. The Kshutrees and Uroras of the cities
and towns are enterprizing as merchants and frugal as
tradesmen. They are the principal financiers and ac-
countants of the country ; but the ancient military spirit
frequently reappears amongst the once royal ¢ Kshu-
trees,” and they become able governors of provinces
and skilful leaders of armies.* The industry and me-
chanical skill of the stout-limbed prolific Cashmeerees are
as well known as their poverty, their tameness of spirit,
and their loose morality. The people of the hills south
and east of Cashmeer, are not marked by any peculiar
and well determined character, excepting that the few
unmixed Rajpoots possess the personal courage and the
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* Hurree Singh, a Sikh, and the
most enterprizing of Runjeet Singh’s
generals, was a Kshutree ; and the best
of bis governors, Mohkum Chund
and Sawun Mull, were of the same
race. The learning of Boloo Mull,
a Khunna Kshutree, and a follower
of the Sikh chief of Alhoowaleea,
excites some little jealousy among
the Brahmins of Lahore and of the
Jalundhur Dooib; and Chundoo Lal,
who so long managed the affairs of
the Nizam of Hydrabad, was a Khu-
tree of Northern India, and greatly
encouraged the Sikh mercenaries in
that principality, in opposition to the
Arabs and Afghans. The declension
of the Kshutrees from soldiers and

sovereigns into traders and shop-
keepers, has a parallel in the history
of the Jews. Men of active minds
will always find employment for
themselves, and thus we know what
Greeks became under the victorious
Romans, and what they are under
the ruling Turks. We likewise
know that the vanquished Moors
were the most industrious of the
subjects of medieval Spain; that
the Moghuls of British India are
gradually applying themselves to the
business of exchange, and it is plain
that the traffickers as well as the
priests of Saxon England, Frankish
Gaul, and Gothic Italy, must have
been chiefly of Roman descent.



16

The Tibe-
tans plod-
ding and
debased.

The custom
of polyan-
dry one of
necessity.

The Juns
and Kathees
pastoral and
peaceful.

HISTORY OF THE SIKHS. [Crar.T.
pride of race which distinguish them elsewhere, and that"
the Gukkers still cherish the remembrance of the times
when they resisted Baber and aided Humayoon. The
Tibetans, while they are careful cultivators of their di-
minutive fields rising tier upon tier, are utterly debased
in spirit, and at present they seem incapable of indepen-
dence and even of resistance to gross oppression. The
system of polyandry obtains among them, not as a per-
verse law, but as a necessary institution. Every spot of
ground within the hills which can be cultivated, has
been under the plough for ages; the number of mouths
must remain adapted to the number of acres, and the
proportion is preserved by limiting each proprietary
family to one giver of children. The introduction of
Mahometanism in the west, by enlarging the views of
the people and promoting emigration, has tended to
modify this rule, and even among the Lamaic Tibetans
any casual influx of wealth, as from trade or other
sources, immediately leads to the formation of separate
establishments by the several members of a house.*
The wild tribes of Chibhs and Buhows in the hills,
the Juns and Kathees, and the Doghers and Bhuttees of
the plains, need not be particularly described ; the idle
and predatory habits of some, and the quiet pastoral oc-
cupations of others, are equally the result of position as
of character. The Juns and Kathees tall, comely, and
long-lived races, feed vast herds of camels and black
cattle, which furnish the towns with the prepared butter

* Regarding the polyandry of
Ludéakh, Moorcroft (Travels, ii.
821, 322. ) may be referred to, and also
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal for 1844, p. 202. &c. The
effects of the system on bastardy
seem marked, and thus out of 760
people in the little district of Hung-
rung, around the junction of the
Sutlej and Pittee (or Spiti) rivers,
there were found to be 26 bastards,
which gives a proportion of about 1
in 29; and as few grown-up people

admitted themselves to be illegiti-
mate, the number may even be
greater. In 1835 the population of
England and Wales was about
14,750,000 and the number of bas-
tards affiliated (before the new poor
law came into operation) was 65,475,
or 1 in about 226 ( Wade's British
History, pp. 1041—1055.); and even
should the number so born double
those affiliated, the proportion would
still speak against polyandry as it
affects female purity.
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of the east, and provide the people themselves with
their loved libations of milk.*

The limits of creeds and races which have been de-
scribed must not be regarded as permanent. Through-
out India there are constant petty migrations of the
agricultural population taking place. Political oppres-
sion, or droughts, or floods, cause the inhabitants of a
village, or of a district, to seck more favored tracts,
and there are always chiefs and rulers who are ready
to welcome industrious emigrants and to assign them
lands on easy terms. This causes some fluctuation in
the distribution of races, and as in India the tendency
is to a distinction or separation of families, the number
of clans or tribes has become almost infinite. ~Within
the Sikh dominions the migrations of the Belotches up
the Indus are not of remote occurrence, while the occu-
pation, by the Sindhian Daoodpotras of the Lower Sutlej,
took place within the last hundred years. The migra-
tion of the Doghers from Delhi to Feerozpoor, and of
the Johyas from Marwar to Pakputtun, also on the
Sutlej, are historical rather than traditional, while the
hard-working Hindoo Mehtums are still moving, family
by family and village by village, eastward, away from
the Raree and Chenab, and are insinuating themselves
among less industrious but more warlike tribes.

Although religious wars scarcely take place among
the Boodhists, Brahminists, and Mahometans of the
present day, and although religious fervor has almost
disappeared from among the professors at least of the
two former faiths, proselytism is not unknown to any
of the three creeds, and Mahometanism, as possessing
still a strong vitality within it, will long continue to
find converts among the ignorant and the barbarous.

.Islamism is extending up the Indus from Iskardo to-
wards Leh, and is thus incroaching upon the more worn-

* « On milk sustained, and blest with length of days,
The Hippomolgi, peaceful, just, and wise.”
Iliad, xiii, Cowper's Translation.
Cc
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out Boodhism; while the limits of the idolatrous
¢ Kafirs,” almost bordering on Peshawur, are daily be-
coming narrower. To the south and eastward of
Cashmeer, Mahometanism has also had recent triumphs,
and in every large city and in every Mussulman princi-
pality in India, there is reason to believe that the reli-
gion of the Arabian prophet is gradually gaining
ground. In the Himalayas to the eastward of Kisht-
war, the Rajpoot conquerors have not carried Brahmin-
ism beyond the lower valleys ; and into the wilder glens,
occupied by the ignorant worshippers of local divinities,
the Boodhists have recently begun to advance, and
Lamas of the red or yellow sects are now found where
none had set foot a generation ago. A mong the forest
tribes of India the influence of the Brahmins continues
to increase, and every Bheel, or Gond, or Kohlee who
acquires power or money, desires to be thought a
Hindoo rather than a ¢ Mletcha ;” * but, on the other
hand, the Indian laity has, during the last few hundred
years, largely assumed to itself the functions of the
priesthood, and although Hindooism may lose no vota-
ries, Gosayens and secular Sadhs usurp the authority
of Brahmins in the direction of the conscience. The
Sikhs continue to make converts, but chiefly within the
limits of their dependent sway, for the colossal power
of the English has arrested the progress of their arms
to the eastward, and has left the Juts of the Jumna and
Ganges to their old idolatry.

* Half of the principality of Bhopil,

inCentral India,was founded on usurp-
ations from the Gonds, who appear to
have migrated in force towards the west
about the middle of the seventeenth
century, and to have made themselves
supreme in the valley of the Nerbud-
da about Hoshungabad, in spite of
the exertions of Aurungzeb, until an
Afghan adventurer attacked them on
the decline of the empire, and com-
pletely subdued them. The Afghan

converted some of the vanquished to
his own faith, partly by force and
partly by conferring Jagheers, partly
to acquire merit and partly to soothe
his conscience, and there are mow
several families of Mahometan Gonds
in the possession of little fiefs on
either side of the Nerbudda.  These .
men have more fully got over the
gross superstition of their race, than
the Gonds who have adopted Hin-
dooism.



Cuar. IL.] OLD INDIAN CREEDS.

CHAPTER II

OLD INDIAN CREEDS, MODERN REFORMS, AND THE
TEACHING OF NANUK, UP TO 1529 A.D.

The Boodhists.— The Brahmins and Kshutrees.— Reaction
of Boodhism on victorious Brahminism. — Latitude of
orthodozy. — Shunkur Acharj and Saivism. — Monastic
orders. — Ramanogj and Vaishnuvism. — The Doctrine
of Maya. — The Mahometan conquest. — The reciprocal
action of Brahminism and Mahometanism. — The suc-
cessive innovations of Ramanund, Gorukhnath, Kubeer,
Cheitun, and Vullubh. — The reformation of Nénuk.

THE condition of India from remote ages to the pre-
sent time, is an episode in the history of the world in-
ferior only to the fall of Rome and the establishment
of Christianity, At an early period, the Asiatic penin-
sula, from the southern ¢ Ghits” to the Himalayan
mountains, would seem to have been colonized by a
warlike subdivision of the Caucasian race, which spoke
a language similar to the ancient Medic and Persian, and
which here and there, near the greater rivers and the
shores of the ocean, formed orderly communities pro-
fessing a religion resembling the worship of Babylon
and Egypt — a creed which, under varying types, is still
the solace of a large portion of mankind. ¢ Aryavurt,”
the land of good men or believers, comprised Delhi and
Lahore, Goojrat and Bengal ; but it was on the banks
of the Upper Ganges that the latent energies of the
people first received an impulse, which produced the
peculiar civilization of the Brahmins, and made a few
heroic families supreme from Arachosia to the Golden
Chersonese. India illustrates the power of Darius and
the greatness of Alexander, the philosophy of Greece
and the religion of China; and while Rome was con-
c2
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tending with Germans and Cimbri and yielding to Goths
and Huns, the Hindoos absorbed, almost without an
effort, swarms of Scythic barbarians: they dispersed
Sacee*, they enrolled Gete among their most famous
tribest, and they made others serve as their valiant
defenders.? India afterwards checked the victorious
career of Islim, but she could not wholly resist the
fierce enthusiasm of the Toorkmun hordes ; she became
one of the most splendid of Mahometan empires, and
the character of the Hindoo mind has been permanently
altered by the genius of the Arabian prophet. The
well-being of India’s industrious millions is now linked
with the fate of the foremost nation of the West, and
the representatives of Judsean faith and Roman polity
will long wage a war of principles with the speculative
Brahmin, the authoritative Moolla, and the hardy be-

lieving Sikh.

The Brahmins and their valiant Kshutrees had a long
and arduous contest with that ancient faith of India,
which, as successively modified, became famous as Bood-
hism.§ When Munnoo wrote, perhaps nine centuries

® Vikrumajeet derived his title of
Sakiree from his exploits against the
Sace (Sakee). The race is still per-
haps preserved pure in the wilds of
Tartary, between Yarkund and the
Mansarawur Lake, where the
called Kelmiks [Calmucs] by the
Mahometans, continue to be dreaded
by the people of Tibet.

1 The Geta are referred to as the
same with the ancient Chinese Yue-
chi, and the modern Juts or Jats,
but their identity is as yet perhaps
rather a reasonable conclusion than a
logical or critical deduction.

t The four Agneekoola tribes of
Kshutrees or Rajpoots are here al-
luded to, viz. : the Chohans, Solun-
kees, Powirs (or Priimars), and the
Purihirs. The unnamed progenitors
of these races seem clearly to have
been invaders who sided with the
Brahmins in their warfare, partly
with the old Kshutrees, partly with

increasing schismatics, and partly with
invading Gra:co-Bactrians, and whose
warlike merit, as well as timely aid
and subsequent conformity, got them
enrolled as “ fireborn,” in contradis-
tinction to the solar and lunar fa-
milies. The Agneekoolas are now
mainly found in the tract of country
extending from Oojein to Rewah
near Benares, and Mount Aboo is
asserted to be the place of their mi«
raculous birth or appearance. Vik-
rumajeet, the champion of Brahmin-
ism, was a Powar according to the

‘common accounts,

§ The relative priority of Brah-
minism and Boodhism continues to
be argued and disputed among the
learned. The wide diffusion at one
period of Boodhism in India is as
certain as the later predominance of
Brahminism ; but the truth seems to
be that they are of independent
origin, and that they existed for a long
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before Christ, when Alexander conquered, and even
seven hundred years afterwards, when the obscure
Fahian travelled and studied, there were kingdoms
ruled by others than ¢ Aryas;” and ceremonial Bood-
hism, with its indistinct apprehensions of a divinity, had
more votaries than the monotheism of ‘the Veds, which
admitted no similitude more gross than fire, or air, or the

burning sun.*

time contemporaneously; the former
chiefly in the south-west, and the
latter about Oude and Tirhoot, It
is not, however, necessary to sup-
pose, with M. Burnouf, that Bood-
hism is purely and originally Indian.
(Introduction @ T'Histoire du Budd-
hisme Indien, Avertissement i.) Not-
withstanding the probable deriva-
tion of the name from the Sanscrit
“boodee,” intelligence; or from the
«bd” or bodee,” i.e. the ficus reli-
giosa or peepul tree. The Brah-
minical genius gradually received
a development which rendered the
Hindoos proper supreme through-
out the land; but their superior
learning became of help to their
antagonists, and Gowtum, himself a
Brahmin or a Kshutree, would ap-
pear to have taken advantage of the
knowledge of the hierarchy to give a
purer and more scientific form to
Boodhism, and thus to become its
great apostle in succeeding times.
Of the modern faiths, Saivism per-
baps most correctly represents the
original Vedic worship. (Compare
Wilson, 4s. Res., xvii. 171. &c., and
Vishwoo Pooran, Preface, Ixiv.)
Jeini, and Vaishnuvism are the
resultants of the two beliefs in a
Boodhish and Brahminical dress re-
spectively, while Saktism still vividly
illustrates the old superstition of the
masses of the people, whose ignorant
winds quailed before the dread god-
dess of famine, pestilence, and death,
The most important monument of
Boodhism now remaining is perhaps
the “ tope” or hemisphere, near Bhilsa
in Central India, which it is a dis-

to the English that they par-
tially destroyed a generation ago in

During this period the genius of Hin-

search of imaginary chambers, or
vessels containing relics, and are only
now about to have delineated, and so
made available to the learned. The
numerous bas-reliefs of its singular
stone inclosure still vividly represent
the manners as well as the belief of
the India of Asoka, and show that
the Tree, the Sun, and the S’toopa
(or “tope™) itself — apparently the
type of Méroo or the Central Mount
of the World — were, along with the
impersonated Boodha, the principal
objects of adoration at that period,
and that the country was then partly
peopled by a race of men wearing
high caps and short tunics, so dif-
ferent from the ordinary dress of
Hindoos.

¢ « There seem to have been no
images and no visible types of the
objects of worship,” says Mr. Elphin-
stone, in his most useful and judicious
History (i. 78.), quoting Professor
Wilson, Ozford Lectures, and the
Vishnoo Pooran; while, with regard
to fire, it is to be remembered that
in the Old Testament, and even in
the New, it is the principal symbol
of the Holy Spirit. (Strauss, Life of
Jesus, 361.) The Veds, however, al-
lude to personified energies and at-
tributes, but the monotheism of the
system is not more affected by the
introduction of the creating Brumha,
the destroying Siva, and other minor
powers, than the omnipotence of Je-
hovah is interfered with by the hier-
archies of the Jewish heaven. Yet,
in truth, much has to be learnt with
regard to the Veds and Vedantism,
notwithstanding the invaluable la-
bors of Colebrooke and others, and
the useful commentary or interpreta-

c3
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dooism became fully developed, and the Brahmins rivalled
the Greeks in the greatness and the variety of their
triumphs. Epic poems show high imaginative and
descriptive powers, and the Ramiyoon and Muhabharut
still move the feelings and affect the character of the
people. Mathematical science was so perfect, and astro-
nomical observation so complete, that the paths of the sun
and moon were accurately measured.* - The philosophy
of the learned few was, perhaps, for the first time, firmly
allied with the theology of the believing many, and Brah-
minism laid down as articles of faith, the unity of God,
the creation of the world, the immortality of the soul,
and the responsibility of man. The remote dwellers
upon the Ganges distinctly made known that future
life about which Moses is silent or obscuret, and that
unity and omnipotence of the Creator which were un-
known to the polytheism of the Greek and Roman
multitude I, and to the dualism of the Mithraic legisla-

tion of Rammohun Roy. (Asiatic Re-
searches, viii.; Transactions Royal
Asiatic Suciety, i. and ii. ; and Ram-
mohun Roy on the Veds.) The
translation of the Veddat Sdr in
Ward's Hindoos (ii. 175.), and the
improved version of Dr. Roer (Jour-
nal Astatic Society of Bengal, Feb.
1845, No. 108.), may be consnlted
with advantage: If translators would
repeat the Sanscrit terms with ex-
panded meanings in English, instead
of using terms of the scholastic or
modern systems which seem to them to
‘be equivalent, they would materially
help students to understand the real
doctrine of the original speculators.
® The so called solar year in com-
mon use in India takes no account of
the pr ion of the eq xes, but,
as a sidereal year, it is almost ex-
act. The revolution of the points of
intersection of the ecliptic and equa-
tor nevertheless appears to have been
long known to the Hindoos, and
some of their epochs were obviously
based on the calculated period of the
phenomenon. (Compare Mr. Davis’s
paper in the As. Res., vol. ii. and

Bentley's Astronomy of the Hindoos,
pp. 2—6. 88.)

1 One is almost more willing to
admit that, in effect, the Jews gene-
rally beld Jehovah to be their God
only, or a limitary divinity, than that
the wise and instructed Moses (whom
Strabo held to be an Egyptian priest
and a Panthcist, as quoted in Polney’s
Ruins, ch. xxii. sec. 9. note) could
believe in the perishable nature of the
soul ; but the critical Sadducees
nevertheless so interpreted their pro-
phet, although the Egyptians his
masters were held by Herodotus
( Euterpe, cxxiii.) to be the first who
defended the undying nature of the
spirit of man. Socrates and Plato,
with all their longings, could only
feel assured that the soul had more of
immortality than aught else. ( Phado,
Sydenham and Taylor's translation, iv.
324.)

{ The unknown God of the Athe-
nians, Fate, the avenging Nemesis,
and other powers independent of
Zeus or Jupiter, show the dissatis-
faction of the ancient mind with the
ordinary mythology; and unless mo-
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tors ; while Vyéasa perhaps surpassed Plato in keeping
the people tremblingly alive to the punishment which
awaited evil deeds.* The immortality of the soul was
indeed encumbered with the doctrine of transmigra-
tion t, the active virtues were perhaps deemed less meri-
torious than bodily austerities and mental abstraction,
and the Brahmin polity was soon fatally clogged with
the dogma of inequality among men, and with the insti-

tution of a body of hereditary guardians of religion. {
The Brahmins succeeded in expelling the Boodhist

faith from the Indian peninsula, and when Shunkur

Acharj journeyed and disputed nine hundred years after

dern criticism has detected interpo-
lations, perhaps both Bishop Thirl-
wall (History of Greece, i. 192. &c.)
and Mr. Grote (History of Greece,
i 8. and chap. xvi. part i. generally),
have too much disregarded the sense
which the pious and admiring Cow-
per gave to Homer’s occasional mode
of using “theos.” ( Odyssey, xiv.
with Cowper’s note, p. 48. vol. ii
Edition of 1802.)

* Ritter (Ancient Philosophy, ii.
887.) labors to excuse Plato for his
“ inattention” to the subject of duty or
obligation, on <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>